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4 – 6 August 2009

Participants

Official delegations of all the Member Countries of ACTO formed by one representative of the Ministry of External Relations, one governmental representative in charge of promoting and enforcing official indigenous public policies, and one governmental representative responsible for the area of traditional knowledge of indigenous peoples and other tribal communities. Delegates of regional organizations: Coordinator of the Indigenous Organizations of the Amazon Basin (COICA), Association Amazonian Universities (UNAMAZ) and Amazonian Parliament (PARLAMAZ). 

Introduction

The theme of the Workshop, traditional knowledge of indigenous peoples and other tribal communities of the Amazon Region, is part of the ACTO Regional Indigenous Agenda approved in Georgetown - Guyana (September 2008) by the Member Countries of ACTO. Following through with the deliberations of the Georgetown Report, the ACTO Coordinating Office of Indigenous Affairs organized a Regional Workshop on Traditional Knowledge of Indigenous Peoples and Other Tribal Communities of the Amazon Region. The event was the culmination of the process of preparing the agenda, incorporating the activities signaled by the governments and gathering the opinions of other relevant regional actors such as COICA, PARLAMAZ and UNAMAZ.     

Furthermore, because traditional knowledge is a crosscutting issue of the ACTO Strategic Plan, a series of programs and initiatives developed in the last years within the context of its biodiversity and sustainable use of natural resources components offered input for the Regional Workshop discussions.  

Strategic objective linked to the 2004-2012 Strategic Plan of ACTO

Support and promote regional public policies that preserve and protect the traditional knowledge of indigenous peoples and other tribal communities in the Amazon Region.
Overall Workshop Objective  

Prepare the ACTO regional agenda for indigenous affairs in its conservation and protection of traditional knowledge component. 

Specific Workshop Objectives

· Encourage and deepen regional policy dialogue on conservation and protection of traditional knowledge of indigenous peoples and other tribal communities.  

· Get to know the existing public policies and other tools related to conservation and protection of traditional knowledge. 

· Exchange experiences on initiatives that promote the fair and equitable benefit sharing of biodiversity use and associated traditional knowledge.

· Collectively and practically build and complement an agenda of joint actions at the macro level for ACTO. 

· Form a regional working group to advance the implementation of the regional agenda for conservation and protection of traditional knowledge of indigenous peoples and other tribal communities in the Amazon Region.

· Get to know the initiatives developed by ACTO on traditional knowledge.

Expected Results
· A collectively prepared technical document that provides recommendations for the Member Countries of ACTO to conserve and protect the traditional knowledge of indigenous peoples and other tribal communities, including observations from the regional entities UNAMAZ, PARLAMAZ and COICA.
· An agenda of joint macro actions to be developed by ACTO in the short, middle and long terms, concerted with the Member Countries of ACTO.

Country Panel - ACTO Member Countries 

The technical presentations were followed by the Country Panel in which each Member Country of ACTO had the chance to present its agenda, lines of action and shared points of interest on the issue, including: public policies, programs and plans related to traditional knowledge of indigenous peoples and other tribal communities; legal frameworks related to the subject; country expectations and objectives for the Workshop; and additional information deemed necessary by each country.

The panel aimed to study national and regional practical challenges in the formulation of indigenous policies based on the exchange of governmental experiences. It also examined crosscutting actions to protect traditional knowledge of indigenous peoples and other tribal communities. 

Bolivia, Brazil, Ecuador, Guyana, Perú, Suriname and Venezuela where present in the workshop.
Panel of Guest Organizations

After the countries came the presentations of regional organizations: 

· Association of Amazonian Universities (UNAMAZ)
· Amazonian Parliament (PARLAMAZ)
· Coordinator of the Indigenous Organizations of the Amazon Basin (COICA)

Methodology and Results
Methodology

Following the presentations the participants identified the most relevant topics and discussed them in a plenary session held during the third day of the event. Based on these topics the countries proposed possible actions on traditional knowledge to be developed by ACTO as part of its Indigenous Agenda. 

Results
1. Promote a cooperation and dialogue environment.
· Promote bilateral and multilateral cooperation to enable effective consultation of indigenous peoples on these issues, taking into account the participation of leaders, organizations and institutions of indigenous peoples and other tribal communities of the Amazon Region.

· Support communication through the exchange of information and experiences among ACTO Member Countries. 

· Strengthening of the various existing organizations and groups for participation in the regional level discussions on these issues.

2. Support the implementation of legal frameworks.
· Promote the implementation of the CBD, ILO 169 and the United Nations Indigenous Peoples Declaration, and other national norms related to TK.

3. Capacity Strengthening
· Strengthening the capacities of public officials in intercultural policies regarding indigenous affairs.

· Promote capacity building of authorities, leaders, and representatives of indigenous organizations and to have access to funding, to participate in different forums addressing these issues.

· Recommendation: Establish a Working Group ACTO to provide training on issues related to TK. 

4. Promote the participation of indigenous representatives in the official country delegations on these issues.
· Promote and support research by indigenous youth in the area of TK.
5. Institutional Strengthening 

· Recommendation: Reactivate the National Permanent Commissions of ACTO Countries with the effective participation of indigenous representatives.  
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