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GEORGETOWN REPORT

On 24-26 September 2008 in the city of Georgetown, Cooperative Republic of Guyana, Ministers and High Level Government Authorities of Indigenous Affairs and/or their delegates, representatives of the Ministries of External Relations and other governmental organizations of Bolivia, Brazil, Ecuador, Guyana, Peru, Suriname and Venezuela, Member Countries of the Amazon Cooperation Treaty Organization - ACTO, met on occasion of the 1st Regional Meeting of Government Authorities of Indigenous Affairs of the Member Countries of ACTO.

Representatives of the Amazonian Parliament - PARLAMAZ, the Coordinating Body of Indigenous Organizations of the Amazon Basin - COICA, and the Association of Amazonian Universities - UNAMAZ participated as special guests (the complete list of participants can be found in the Annex). 

The general objective of the meeting was to establish a dialogue mechanism to enable the preparation of a regional indigenous agenda of the Member Countries of the Amazon Cooperation Treaty Organization - ACTO. 

The First Minister of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana, Samuel Hinds, acting President of the Republic, inaugurated the 1st Regional Meeting of Government Authorities of Indigenous Affairs of the Member Countries of ACTO within the framework of the "Amerindian Heritage Month". 

The representatives of the Member Countries gave presentations on the constitutional and legal frameworks in force, government policy and institutional structure responsible for Indigenous Affairs in each country, as well as on the main programs, projects and activities developed.
The participants agreed on the importance of ACTO as dialogue space to strengthen exchange and cooperation between the governments, and recommended that meetings of High Level Government Authorities of Indigenous Affairs of the Member Countries of ACTO be convened on an annual basis. 

In this sense they emphasized the importance of ensuring the participation of indigenous communities and indigenous organizations under COICA so that actions geared to the development of indigenous peoples reflect their interests.  

They affirmed the importance of creating and/or strengthening mechanisms to consult indigenous peoples and other tribal communities on the plans and programs that directly affect their lands or territories.

They pointed to the importance of creating, enhancing and disseminating, at the national and local levels, the ability to use territorial planning tools and processes as a necessary instrument to promote and protect the rights of indigenous peoples. 

They recognized the importance of continuing to advance legal recognition of the rights of indigenous peoples and other tribal communities to the land. 

They recommended that indigenous affairs be addressed in a crosscutting manner by the different spheres, programs and activities of ACTO.

Likewise, they suggested for ACTO, together with the countries, to enhance the fund raising and mobilization to develop activities for indigenous peoples and other tribal groups, as well as to protect indigenous peoples in voluntary isolation or initial contact.

Moreover, they highlighted the importance of strengthening the exchange of experiences, information and methodologies to address indigenous peoples in isolation or initial contact, as well the mobility that characterizes these groups. 

They suggested the creation of a permanent subcommission of work for indigenous peoples in voluntary isolation or initial contact with the participation of representatives of PARLAMAZ, COICA and UNAMAZ.

They also proposed the creation of a Regional Observatory on indigenous peoples in voluntary isolation or initial contact to enable the generation of early warnings.

They called attention to the significant role of PARLAMAZ as a liaison between the National Congresses to harmonize national standards on topics of regional interest.

In that same sense they commended the role of the Amazonian Universities through UNAMAZ as well as national efforts to promote knowledge generation, knowledge dialogue and capacity building for indigenous peoples and other tribal communities.

The Peruvian delegation offered to host the 2nd Meeting of High Level Government Authorities of Indigenous Affairs of the Member Countries of ACTO, which was welcomed by the other delegations.

The Ministers and High Level Government Authorities of Indigenous Affairs and/or their delegates, representatives of the Ministries of External Relations and representatives of other governmental organizations of Bolivia, Brazil, Ecuador, Guyana, Peru, Suriname and Venezuela, as well as their special guests, expressed their gratitude to the Government of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana, especially to the Ministry of Amerindian Affairs in the person of Mme Minister Pauline Sukhai, for the hospitality extended and for its commitment and support in organizing and holding the 1st Meeting of Government Authorities of Indigenous Affairs of the Member Countries of ACTO.

Georgetown, Cooperative Republic of Guyana, 26 September 2008. 
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